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Woods is also the recipient of the Fulbright Scholars Award for the Garvey-Nkrumah
Development Incubator, a cross-cultural development program he founded.

MAHWAH, N.J. – President Joe Biden has appointed Ramapo
College Ombudsman John Woods, Jr., to the International
Center for the Settlement of Investment Disputes (ICSID) Panel
of Arbitrators and Conciliators. The ICSID is the premier global
institution specializing in resolving disputes between investors
and states through international arbitration. Woods will serve a
six-year term through 2030 on the panel.

“I am humbled that I was selected by President Biden to serve in
this capacity,” said Woods. “From the quest to sustain industrial
peace to formulating equitable solutions in addressing
international investment disputes, the world is increasingly
leaning in and leveraging Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR)
to resolve both domestic and cross-border conflict. I am excited
to serve and contribute to advancing this effort.”

In his capacity as Ramapo College Ombudsman, Woods serves as a confidential resource to
assist in resolving disputes such as interpersonal and workplace conflict through ADR
processes such as mediation. He identifies systemic organizational issues and trends as well as
provides recommendations that contribute to organizational development and training to
address such issues, which positions him well for the work he will perform on the ICSID panel.
“Conflict is inevitable. Therefore, forward-looking and successful organizations, industries, as
well as countries, develop systems to adequately process conflict,” he shared. With his
appointment to the World Bank-ICSID panel, Woods will also apply ADR processes to assist in
resolving international investment disputes.

The ICSID functions as a global court for international investment disputes that was established
in 1966 and provides for the settlement of disputes by conciliation, mediation, arbitration or
fact-finding. Countries (nation-states) have agreed on ICSID as a forum for investor-State
dispute settlement in most international investment treaties and in numerous investment laws
and contracts.
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Woods is also the founder of the Garvey-Nkrumah Development Incubator, for which he was
awarded the Fulbright Scholars Award in 2024. The GNDI is a training, capacity building, and
technical assistance program designed to train students and future leaders from U.S.
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), as well as African and Caribbean
institutions. The principles of ADR and processes are integrated within international
development efforts. Woods will also serve as a visiting/guest faculty member at the University
of the West Indies (Cave Hill Campus, Barbados) where he will provide instruction on
international dispute resolution.

###

ABOUT RAMAPO COLLEGE
Ramapo College of New Jersey is the state’s premier public liberal arts college and is
committed to academic excellence through interdisciplinary and experiential learning, and
international and intercultural understanding. The comprehensive college is situated among the
beautiful Ramapo Mountains, is within commuting distance to New York City, was named one of
the 50 Most Beautiful College Campuses in America by CondeNast Traveler, and boasts the
best on-campus housing in New Jersey per Niche.com. Established in 1969, Ramapo College
offers bachelor’s degrees in the arts, business, data science, humanities, social sciences and
the sciences, as well as in professional studies, which include business, education, nursing and
social work. In addition, the College offers courses leading to teacher certification at the
elementary and secondary levels, and offers graduate programs leading to master’s degrees in
Accounting, Applied Mathematics, Business Administration, Contemporary Instructional Design,
Computer Science, Creative Music Technology, Data Science, Educational Leadership, Nursing,
Social Work and Special Education, as well as a Doctor of Nursing Practice.
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